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Reflections on the Studies of the History
of ECCE in Russia and the Child Studies
in Four Former Soviet Countries

MURACHI Toshimi

This paper is a reflection on the transition of the author's research interests
from the ECCE studies to the child studies research, overlapping changes in
university and educational policy and society, and is a continuation of my
paper "From the History of the ECCE System to the History of Infants' Life in
Russia" (2006). Specifically, I have divided the 17 years of educational and
research life from the mid-2000s to the early 2020s into three roughly five-year
periods, placing the small research findings of each period within a somewhat
broader context.

Because of the nature of this article, it is difficult to summarize the points
that were elucidated, but the following points were identified. (1) Accidental
experiences in childhood seem to be a remote cause of the research on the child
studies that we are currently undertaking. (2) In the mid-2000s, I was trans-
ferred to my current workplace, Aoyama Gakuin, where I met excellent
previous researchers, and this was a proximate cause of my current research on
the child studies. (3) What supports my research on the child studies is my
personal daily activities as well as criticism and encouragement from my
research colleagues and others in the World Association for Research on the
Child Studies, which was established at the end of the 2000s. As you can see
from this, in my case, too, research is not only personal but also collective and
social. This is also the reason why it is necessary to give back to society the

results of my research, including reflection in the content of my lectures.
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