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Sustainability of Library Services in Small
Rural Municipalities

Yasuharu OTANI (Aoyama Gakuin University)

In this study, the author examined sustainable library services in depopulated areas, especially
in small municipalities. Statistical data at the population stage of 1,000 units on establishment and
services of libraries was analyzed, and the results it is revealed that small municipalities are not
dismissive about offering library services but are considering providing them based on their
population size. On the contrary, as libraries are important to small municipalities, their absence
may lead to population decline in small municipalities. For more sustainable library services, the
author proposes the following: 1) proceeding with technical replacement for routine work and 2)
building a system to aggregate and support highly skilled personnel.

Keywords : Rural Small Municipalities, Sustainability, Depopulation, Library Services, Library
Installation



