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Practical Report and Interview: Lecturing in English at the School of Cultural
and Creative Studies and Using the Academic Writing Center of Aoyama
Gakuin University
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School of Cultural and Creative Studies, Aoyama Gakuin University
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Abstract: This article consists of two interviews: the first one is with a faculty member who teaches
a course on Japanese Studies in English at the School of Cultural and Creative Studies (SCCS) at
Aoyama Gakuin University (AGU), while the second one was conducted with an undergraduate
student currently studying at the SCCS who has used AGU’s Academic Writing Center. The first
part of this collection of interviews was aimed at eliciting and providing implications on how to
approach the problem of academic writing from the field of education focused on close (intensive)
reading, which is an essential prerequisite for writing. The second part of the interviews collection
is the voice of an undergraduate student who has used the Academic Writing Center of AGU
intensively. From both perspectives, it was confirmed that there is a considerable need to improve
the way in which Japanese (language) expression is being taught in Japanese academic institutions

at the very earliest stages of education.
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