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Songs of Disney Princess:
From “It’s a Miracle” to “Ready to Stand”

ARAKI Junko

Disney Princess is a Walt Disney Company franchise and its popular characters are
Snow White in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937), Cinderella in Cinderella (1950),
Aurora in Sleeping Beauty (1959), Ariel in The Little Mermaid (1989), Belle in Beauty and
the Beast (1990), and Jasmine in Aladdin (1991). Through these princesses’ songs, this
paper tries to show that the image of each princess does change over time, while the
image of Disney Princess as a whole still takes on that of fairy tales. Ariel, the mermaid
princess, significantly sings that she wants to be “Part of Your World” and is “ready to
stand.” She is the first princess that wants to get out of her own place and takes actions to
get what she wants. She means to stand on her feet both literally and figuratively. Belle
and Jasmine also go out to see the world outside and look for other possibilities, while
Snow White, Cinderella, and Aurora, whose personalities Walt Disney planned, only wish
a miracle happens and get married to Prince Charming. The newer princesses, however,
project the image of ideal women as housewives just the same. Disney keeps sending
the message that heterosexual, gendered America is an ideal world to be in. Disney’s
animated features are elaborately designed with beautiful songs to pursue Walt’s dream,
with small modifications to suit the time they are released at.

Keywords: Disney Princess, songs, gender, standing on her feet, fairy tales




