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Japanese Press Coverage of the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake

WATANABE Yoshitomo

The Magnitude 9.0 Tohoku Earthquake occurred on March 11, 2011. It generated
gigantic tsunami and both quake and tsunami severely damaged the Tohoku district.
Confirmed quake deaths and missing persons were about 20 thousand, and more than 270
thousand houses and buildings were destroyed or carried away. Damage caused by the
disaster is estimated at from 16 to 25 trillion yen.

How did the Japanese newspapers report this disaster? In order to answer this
question, I attempted to make an analysis of news coverage of two national papers and
three local ones. As for major national papers The Asahi Shimbun and The Yomiuri
Shimbun were chosen, and the three chosen prefectural ones were The Iwate Nippo, The
Kahoku Simpo and The Fukushima Mimpo. Each prefectural paper has major subscribers
in Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima Prefecture where the disaster caused enormous damage.
The period for analysis was a month right after the quake. And I have analyzed the front
pages and editorials of these newspapers.

The main results were as follows: for Japanese papers the news on the Tohoku
Earthquake was the principal and most important news, and they gave the greater part
of space to this topic. And among others, news on the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant
Accident and news on the Japanese Government’s coping with it were most prominent
news. Between national papers and local papers, the former had preference to national
news and the latter preferred prefectural to national news And among local papers news
on the Tohoku Earthquake varied corresponding to the state of affairs of each prefecture.

Keywords: Japanese press, press report on disaster, The 2011 Tohoku Earthquake, national
newspaper, prefectural newspaper




