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Using a questionnaire survey to investigate parents’ recognition
and understanding of the most important objective of ocean

and nature experience programs for early childhood

WATANABE Kanae, UNNO Yoshiaki

The most important objective of ocean and nature experience programs for early childhood
is that children should appreciate the ocean, nature, and natural creatures. We administered
a questionnaire survey twice to parents of children (1) enrolled in the program (Sazanami),
(2) attending a kindergarten offering outdoor and nature activities, (3) attending a normal
kindergarten and (4) attending a normal nursery school, and compared the differences in
the responses to investigate whether there were any changes in children’s attitudes towards
nature and natural creatures and in parents’ recognition and understanding of the objective. The
results showed that the parents in the Sazanami group neither expected nor were very satisfied
with “children’s contact with nature” and “children’s interest in nature and natural creatures.”
However, the children became interested in nature and natural creatures. The parents neither
recognized nor understood what the most important objective of ocean and nature experience
programs for early childhood was, but the children themselves did. We determined that if parents
are to understand and realize the objective of ocean and nature experience programs for early
childhood, they must appreciate the ocean, nature, and natural creatures with children, and to

share children’s sense of wonder and joy.

Keywords : Ocean and nature experience program, Early childhood, Sense of wonder
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