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Faculty Support and Development for Community-Based Learning:
Based on A Case Study of Community-Based Learning Practice in Portland State University
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Abstract

Portland State University, situated in Oregon, USA, is strongly committed to community engagement and
community-based learning, which are integral parts of its mission and educational objectives. Among them, the
University Studies program, which is mandatory for all undergraduate students in their first through fourth years,
places emphasis on civic learning focused on equity and social justice, as well as its link to specialized courses.
The program encourages students to collaborate with local civic groups and private organizations on projects.
To support such initiatives, effective collaboration between faculty members and various stakeholders, both
internal and external, is essential. Portland State University is working to facilitate this collaboration and provide
professional capacity building opportunities to enhance the skills of faculty members. As regional cooperative
learning, which leverages the unique characteristics of regions and universities, gains momentum among Japanese
universities, it is crucial to support the faculty members responsible for executing these projects and equip them
with the necessary professional skills to establish a solid foundation for socially impactful practices that can be
sustained over time.
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