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Online Talk #9 (16 April 2022)
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Online Talk #10 (27 May 2022)

Kate Rigby (Professor, Environmental Humanities, University of Cologne)
“Transformative Research for Perilous Times: Perspectives from

the Environmental Humanities”

This lecture provides a brief introduction to the environmental humanities as a multi-, inter-
and transdisciplinary research field as it has emerged and developed over the past two decades. It
then focuses in on the question as to what might be considered to constitute ‘transformative
research’ in this field: transformative, that is, with respect to both the conventional methods and

questions of discrete disciplines in the humanities, and to potential research impacts beyond
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academia. Particular attention will be given to the three broad areas of enquiry that will lie at the
centre of the work of the newly created research hub for Multidisciplinary Environmental Studies in
the Humanities at the University of Cologne over the coming years: ‘decolonial cultural ecologies’;

‘multispecies conviviality’; and ‘disaster preparedness’.

Online Talk#11 (11 June 2022)
Richard Evanoff (Professor, International Communication and Ethics, AGU)
“Basics of Bioregionalism”

This presentation offers an introductory overview of bioregional thought and practice for
researchers in the humanities. The presentation covers the history of the movement, the aims of
bioregionalism, and how bioregionalism’s emphasis on cultural diversity challenges the current
global paradigm, not only politically, economically, and socially, but also in the fields of philosophy

and literature.

Online Talk#12 (25 June 2022)

Hannah Boast (Assistant Professor, Literature and Environment, University
College Dublin/ A%% BHf7E B )

“Modern Water and Cheap Nature in Japanese Literature: Re-reading Ishimure
Michiko”

Activist-writer Ishimure Michiko (1927-2018) is often described as ‘the Japanese Rachel
Carson’. Best-known for her campaigning around Minamata Disease, particularly her work
Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow: Our Minamata Disease (1969, trans. by Livia Monnet), Ishimure
also published widely on other aspects of Japan’s industrial development and its impact on
marginalised rural communities. Her novel Lake of Heaven (1997, trans. by Bruce Allen) focuses
on a fictional village destroyed for the construction of a dam, addressing Japan’s status as one of the
most dammed countries in the world. This talk situates Ishimure’s work in the context of recent
conversations across literary studies, environmental history and cultural geography on world-
literature (WReC), world-ecology (Moore), and state hydromodernism (Swyngedouw, Linton),
showing the resonance of Ishimure’s writing on Japan’s post-war modernisation with broader

contemporary debates on literature and water crisis.

Online Talk#13 (16 July 2022)
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Online Talk#14 (15 October 2022)
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Online Talk#15 (19 November 2022)

Chelsea Szendi Schieder (Professor, AGU) and Daniela Lazoroska (Postdoc,
AGU)

“Tricksters and Troublesome Women: Strategies of Gendered Identities and
Social Change in Two Moments in Postwar Japan”

In this discussion, Daniela Lazoroska and Chelsea Szendi Schieder introduce two moments in
postwar Japanese social movements that may be used to reconceptualize ideas about gendered
political and social participation. Lazoroska explores women’s experiences of leadership in solar
energy communities in post-3/11 Japan, and their appeal to “disembodied” knowledge as a way of
evading positioning. Schieder discusses how women’s entry into postwar Japanese politics was
predicated on an idea about women’s “apolitical” authenticity, a strategy that defined much of the
housewife activism of the 1950s and 1960s. In conversation, we tease out the resonances, and reflect
on which subjects or political subjectivities are seen as possessing moral legitimacy to instigate
social change. We propose the framework of the “trickster” to explore how some politically active
women may play in the space between gendered social expectations and may risk the label of the
“troublesome woman,” but instead employ strategies that successfully justify their actions. With
these brief provocations, we hope to open onto a larger discussion about who is a trickster and who
is dismissed as merely disruptive. And what does this mean about the possibilities and constraints
for transformative politics? We end with reflections on the potential the trickster figure has for
thinking pro-environmental and norm critical behavior from an environmental humanities

perspective.

Online Talk#16 (17 December 2022)
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Online Talk#17 (28 January 2023)
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