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ABSTRACT

A Study on Phonological Word Recoding of Young Japanese EFL Learners

English classes were officially introduced as a regular subject in public elementary

By Yu Kobayashi

Keywords: phonological word recoding, phonics, systematic literacy instruction

schools in 2020. Currently, fifth and sixth-grade students are enrolled in these English classes,
which incorporate some literacy instruction. The Ministry of Education, Culture Sports and
Science (MEXT) has set a goal for students to comprehend the meaning of written expressions
or sentences if they are already familiar with them orally. In order to achieve this, students need

to know how to pronounce the words. In Japan, the MEXT (2014) revealed that many seventh-
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grade junior high school students encounter difficulties in word spelling and pronunciation,
leading to challenges in reading and writing English. To address this issue, this study aims to
explore the phonological word recoding ability of young Japanese leaners studying English as
Foreign Language (EFL), as it is considered the fundamental literacy skill that serves as the
foundation for early reading and writing proficiency.

The study employs a mixed-method design. First, students’ phonological word recoding
proficiency was assessed through tests, comprising three different levels of complexity.
Subsequently, qualitative data was collected through interviews with selected students,
enriching the understanding of their phonological word recoding ability. The research was
conducted in two schools in a ward of Tokyo, where elementary English education has been
promoted since 2006. The region implemented a unique literacy program developed by Allen-
Tamai (2010a). A total of 121 sixth-grade students participated in the test while 33 students were
selected for the interview.

The results revealed students’ phonological word recoding from various perspectives
as follows: (1) the students’ performance aligned with complexity levels of phonological word
recoding, (2) they comprehended word meanings through phonological word recoding, (3) they
made errors showing their stage of reading development and both interlingual and intralingual
errors, (4) their phonological word recoding became automatized with repeated exposure to the
same words, (5) it also played a significant role in their vocabulary acquisition process. The
study also explored the curriculum fostering their phonological word recoding and motivation
supporting their learning.

The researcher believes in a learning-centered English class (Cameron, 2001) and
recognizes the significance of literacy instruction in fostering autonomy and oral language
awareness among students. Understanding phonological word recoding ability of the students
who received literacy instruction in elementary school will contribute to ongoing development

of elementary English education in Japan.
EEZORBRRDEE

[ A Study on phonological word recoding of young Japanese EFL learners (¥}
bl LCHRERFE T A HARAREOEHGEDE L (phonological word recoding)
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WES. HARANDIEFERE NN RIS T 24 XMFEIEE T 0. SGRRHAE X2 S
IS B720/0 - - BEFROEHEHEOYWHEIIEY) ML, To—3E L T20204EE
£ BEEORN/NFRICBWT 3, 4FEAICIIEREGE), /25, 6 4FEAEIIIHF
&L CHMERE (BE5k) Z3BA L7z, NAREERECTIREEMAILE L Tw 525, 2o Ty
V59— GAEZ) 8L M EELEZ 29 2 TORELMEL LTV,
Z TR, PEAEDL Lo RBE I L CTRRI DO IHRIICEED ) ¥ 5 ¥ —1F
BAERL TWAHIRICBWT, OB ED L H IR SN EFEOHGEZ S H{LL
TV DP FOEREZWSCT S EZHMIC, BRI A, BIETE:E
L ClZEWAFZE & B IFZE 2 R4 L 72 Mix Method T Convergent Design % i fj L C
Wb,

F1ETIE, AT RSB SN TS, 20204F & ) R & 4o
HMERETIE. (b [E#LZ L] I2owWTHDTEDOHESHRL SNz, D
—OZ [HFRTHEEN R LETHNEL, TOFREIMETEELH12% 5]
E) HEEDSH A, ED72DIE, LFEEOMBREME 2 ENHiRE 2L, SGH
BEE (2014) 12X B &, L OFFVEENHEOR ) REETOET XL EBL,
PEFEOFAHEZITHEZHI T ZEPHLNIIRo TS, ZOFREHE R,
ARIFFECTId. IFA 6 FEEEZ R ICHFEOSFLRE D Z2WET L2 L Z2HWE LTV
5o

B2ETIEIAMAICHET L2 XMEREL TV, 71k #@FEMbNILTWS
decoding & AL THLY %9 phonological word recoding @ #E\\ % BHFEIZHH L, Z
DEENIDHEFED ) —F 4 Y TR DFEINLETHH I L 2% L OBEMEZTIH L
BISHHNT VWD, EFEEORERLEEZE SHE L TFE LTV REIIE E X
T & OBk (alphabetic principle) #%#EH 3T 57027+ = v 7 A{{EE 2T 5, £
DK - Fere 2 VW HEE % 3% (word recognition) A HIXL T, HiEZ R
BT AIIEIEAL L0 BICERZHFT 55V — & (phonological route) & 3¢
FaRRHT 5 LT CICEKRIDRSEFHENV— b (direct route) 433 % %% phonological
route THUF L 72 HiGE D HEMEA T & direct route (127 5 L Eb LT 5, HEikEB
FUOLLDEATEBENT VDL T+ =y 7 ATHEH, HRO/NFRTIRIZEAL
TONTORVODPBIRTH L. £ L) RV TAWZENTHIZ % - DI, A%
PANCTTIA v 7 AZEL) YT =T U T TLAPEAINTOHZNLTHY ., @
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BI3REEIARMLOELELZETHY, BT — T2 LT 5, Kifsez iy %
BB DRI/ FRANGE ) 6 1285 2 W RIS TFRE 2T o 720 £ 2 TIRELR
AT 2 HH OfF M. B4V 2 HEOFATTREZER L7z, K
WEZEFAR. TRV Tha v ¥a -y —2fH L7 A M 2L 7z, au
BIALRD S L TO T — FPEPATREIC R o TV e/, FHEIZ3IHDT Y
Fhy 7Oy ¥a—F—iix, avPa—¥F—1RI1I2% 1 ATOOMEE % HE
L7zo ZIEBEIT-ATOI Y2 —F —DFIIEY, Ny A=Y %ZD21FT, TA
Mzl 7zo A=A TENSIZMEEST A MOFEREZML, POHEIN TV
T—RA VIO FAMERIR L7z BHITT V¥ 2 —F =TT % HaE% PR
WIZHEA. REBEPOREO SEETiHE SN, RICEASI Nz, HIEFHE LTE
A, AL DI, MAROEHE, FEEHYER., B X BRI IR Ok
B ECGETHHL, M2 EKELz. AR e T 058123 2 7efmPl %
AL, WEgE% AT L7,

HEFEDOHFESFALREE,. 3DODBRL DL LNVH 54555250 HET 2 - Tl
EINTze T2, EEOHEEEFILT A MIBIT 57— 2 i ISR T % 729012,
—IWDHEFEZERRITA VI 2 — % To 72, AL, BOLERD R S/INFRE 2 BT e
L. ANFEGEELRIANT A P EZIT, 2D bO3BHNA Y I E2—IZBINL 7

W O HLEEFE A OGS /AR & /AN PRCEFEEE R L 72 9E s & Tirb i,
inter-rater reliability & 98T & - 720 & 5112 1% Jenkins @ £5E 3 % English as
Lingua Franca OB¥ENRH I Nz 3ODORL LT A MEREZ 7)) — N UV RET
AT L2 R METICERDOEDZH V. A4 T4 7OFEb 72 bk HANEH
bHFEZHOE, FERENE 2 -8 FE>RBEOMFE CTHAESHEIC %
TWBZ eI L7z T72, 3HHOHEEOTALT A~ OfiRE WAL L.
BRI AW S T X M ORER AWM LR E L CERYGON 2 Lok R, Bz 351t
TANPERZHFTHIIIRESEELTVWDE 2 EPbh o7,

ZOBRETOHRFEOHBIZOWTEHMIZHHT L. 7 A MR T 2 HAD AL V¥
Ca—7—% L BITREIIOVTER L, TOME. RECA NS T 5%
BiI— (1) HiE0ZEN»L B 5 5iEMERY (interlingual error), (2) HEESE
HOREBIZ X 5 EENIED  (intralingual error). (3) WEOHH - A F NV OEAE

Me% 29310 (declarative, procedural, automataization), (4) T —<FOHFEIZ L
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a0, (5) LFORBARIZLZHY) —Tho/ztfiEL T 5,

BABETIE, TAMRZT2HEICA V2 =10 U7233% 0 W HEO M %2 8
WL TWb, £ 2 a—IZBMLREIZOWTE, FRZETTIE R, R
FH0 O LWRSM~OREEL . 41 VI 2 —TIIOHEFEE LD L HICLTHH
fETE2 L) H o720 QHEFEFLENZFTTCA A7) F2F L1220 TLE)
BoTwaoh, 2 LTO¥FEEZLRLERICOVTHHEELS ¥y B2 -2 T
Ty RWEL . REONEEZTFAINIA=ZVTDOYV T 727 ThHbHKH I—
F—2ffioTHM L7ze £ Y E2—DFER, ROXI BRI Ehbrol

O WEIZMS 2 WHEEL Rz E & FBMICFEE L2E L T e oMRE v il
L. %751t (phonological word recoding) L X 9 & EA T2,

@ FEHESH 2B T phonological word recoding 28K & k&= K7L THY,

FALTE A Z L HFEICHEKRZ D, B, ipad. KA. BAEIZH:RA, £
NHDOEREHE > Tz,

@ HEEOHFF A TEZREIIZII TV ST —Ta 7T L% 5 CFHIiL T
Wz,

@ HFEAPFELZEFLRBES, S0 %EE LTS 2w o0 % IR
LTBY, A FHENNEo T, 72, ML THHBZHDDL I LIZHE
"KL Tz,

FESHETITRNBLOHEMIIEOM R L T LD, MAOHMEZIR L, HEIL~

DRB L & HIZEHOMRANDRE X IBRRT WD, 720 JHNY ¥ 5 ¥ —REDOR)
RERELE T 2T, PPRIEGERE L OO EEME D WA L T\ b,

b

W

m

12H 2 B2 S NAFRE TIRIER L BN ST bRz, T2 TIREICEL
BN e OICHET 2, £33, ZOMOWEIZBWTIE, FIZEORLHEZ R
AL A 70 BIMEE O 2 L OREEMES R I L AU BB REMEIC O W THE R
W o720 TIUTH L CTOMERIRIZEZE L72FE T2 &0, PO RIZOWT
X TIERFEICHEML, BBENATFETHY. AESHIHTRETH S L HIEL
720

RIZFRE TN WTHD D o 720 FERESNITZEF OFHIZH 720 [ BT hE
(intelligibility) | & > #3525 English as a Lingua Franca ®#t& %28 H L. /MEK
BHSOMEICHbETHELZFE L2 LG TE 525, HiEEHEEE Lk
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A & DR DPY AWK T HBRZ B L 2, intelligibility OFFAH#HIPHIZILA35 DT
E v wv ) BIIZ, MRRIEZOHHED ST 5 2 LI LoD, HAGEWZ
BELCIVHABLTCOLZZ2WIREDSVOT, BEOLEELTD S LNE L.
F BRI BIT A1) 129V T markedness and sonority Tl L T A IS
DWT, bIPLFELLLHNT L LEDND S & DOFFEITH L. /IRK D 5 3 HHA L
ThHolzME L7,

WICEIFFE TR S N72HET FEIZOWTO-EM A H - 72 Wilcoxon, Mann-
Whitney, Kruska-Wallis, Freedman, multiple regressoin & \» 9 f&al IOV T, B
X 'beta weight, the standard error of the beta, residual 7 E4EIZOWTOERMIZ
xF L. RIS |2 L 72

T2, ROZMIX, RIGEMED declarative, 7* 5 procedural, automatization ~~ &
AFNVAEET HBMRE, BEIRLTOVDLEWIIHICET 2D TH 72, Bk
MO ZEOBMBIIHE RITEEL 2T 5 LA SN TV 05, WEIZEREZSECH U
DFEZLTVALIZHEDLLT, IO ITEL B EHEBZRTHENSNTL
B D7) BRI Ly AR A GEZRIC X % b D72 L & L7z,

EHIC, MXTRHFHEOHEFLTE I RGP RE LY RIFS R TnWzas,
FETERVOIZFEFITINTELWAET TR, #HEFTE RV, b LITERR
ik#E7) (phonemic awareness) DFE L TWARWE W) D JE R DB 5 D Tl R\
EVHEMBHM SN, ZNITIIMMOZE NS b EHISH T 5 8UEME (phonological
sensitivity) DBJHE L TWa L OB H I N TN O-MIZEE L,
decoding/phonological word recoding 1Z. & < £ Td reading D7=2DIZHE LTI TH
D, BENTEXLEWV) Z EHET F T word recognition DIJNIZH5T 5 DA EHE
THY. FAEDEOGHROMED T —< IR 5D TIELVh L DIFEID > 720 /I
MRIF S EIEIEE NUTHY HLA 72 & HE L7z,

KBICHBEBG~NORBEZH V2L 2 A, MR E z, FRBE. W%
Exal L THPER /NP OB R E Mo T2 2 L, $-H A%
BIZBD S TVEDTEITHIRD TV ELVEDHE LRz, THIIDO W TIEHEE
ZTEHD O DS ROWMEAERE/NFROBBICOP D B HBL, o EERTE 5 &
) BREMERFELTUI LW E OBEERH SN,

DbD &) RERINEDN D o 7212, FERRIZX 2FHEiATbINZ. ZOREK, 4
T CRHGEDOHFLIZOWTHARUBEOFEZT LR E LM H - 7205 Th
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