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American Temperance Movement
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Organizational Experiences of Women in the Antebellum
American Temperance Movement

Chiori GOTO (Aoyama Gakuin University)

This article examines the organizational opportunities that the Sons and Daughters of
Temperance, one of the major temperance societies in the 1840s, provided to women in terms of
forming and operating voluntary associations. The Sons of Temperance aimed to support the
practice of teetotalism by creating a strong organization. Specifically, they employed elements of
secret societies and mutual aid organizations to resist the temptation to drink through mutual
monitoring and encouragement. They also sought to ensure the consistency of activities by closely
monitoring subordinate divisions. The preceding Washingtonian temperance movement included
elements of charity; thus, women'’s participation was essential. Conversely, the Sons emphasized
strengthening bonds between male members in a closed environment. Therefore, those women
who adhered to the Sons’ principles formed a separate organization called the Daughters of
Temperance. By operating an organization modeled after the Sons’, the Daughters helped women
acquire organizational skills, such as forming a transregional network of associations and managing
mutual-aid funds. However, male temperance activists became alarmed as they saw the increasing
organization of women as a sign of their politicization. Furthermore, the Sons’ increasing reliance
on legal strategies deepened the rift with female members, who lacked the right to vote.

Keywords : US. Temperance Movement, voluntary associations, gender



