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Poetry and Thinking in the Later Philosophy of Nishida Kitaro:
Understanding the Relationship between Art and Religion
by MANATO FURUIE

This paper discusses the positions of “poetry” (shi) and “thinking” (shii) within
the later work of philosopher Nishida Kitaro (1870-1945), specifically with regard
to their relationship to the topic of religion. While previous studies of Nishida’s
philosophy have heavily focused on religion, the position of art in relation to the
topic has been left unclear. Likewise, in studies that do consider the subject of art
within Nishida’s work, it is often discussed as theory, without touching on religion.
This paper attempts to fill this gap, offering insight into how poetry, which Nishida
considered to be the utmost form of art, as well as thinking, relate to religion within
Nishida’s philosophy.

First, this paper examines Nishida's notion of action-intuition (koiteki chokkan) as
an example of the structure that Nishida described as “absolutely contradictory
self-identity” —a dialectical way of being absolutely contradictory and yet identical.
That is, although action and intuition are each conceptualized as facing opposing
directions, at their respective extremes, they come into contact with one another,
becoming one and the same. The more different they are, then, the more identical

they become.

As this paper demonstrates, Nishida’'s conceptualization of the contrasting fields of
thinking and art can be understood to align with this action-intuition framework,
with the directions of thinking and art respectively corresponding to action
and intuition, and likewise representing opposites that touch each other at their
extremes. Moreover, I show that thinking and art, that is, action and intuition, can
both be considered forms of abstract behavior (chiisho says), which within Nishida's
philosophy come into contact with the opposing pole of concrete experience and
religion, when advanced to their extremes. Therefore, at the extreme end of the
abstract behaviors of action-intuition, one encounters religion. Ultimately, then,
I argue that within Nishida's philosophy, thinking and poetry (art) can be said
to have religious significance in that they “turn” to contact religion through the

medium of language at the limits of abstraction.



