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Online Talk #18 (15 April 2023)
“Time, Technology, and Nature at the Norwegian Cabin”
Finn Arne Jorgensen (Professor, Environmental History, University of Stavanger)

The leisure cabin is a central part of Norwegian culture. Traditionally a simple wooden
house located in the mountains, by the sea, or in the forest, the cabin is a weekend and holiday
getaway for many Norwegians. While the cabin draws on hundreds of years of history, it is also
full of modern tensions: what should a cabin look like? How should it work? What should the
relationship between the cabin and the surrounding landscape be? What should one do at the cabin
and how should one do it? These are not simple questions, but are at the center of extended cultural
controversies in Norwegian society.

This talk will introduce the cabin as a historical, cultural, and material phenomenon before
exploring how Norwegian cabin owners use technology to negotiate their relationship to time and
nature at the cabin. It will draw on concepts like authenticity and technological mediation in order
to understand how the experience of nature cannot be separated from the technologies through

which we experience it.
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Works-in-Progress #2 (10 June 2023)
“Embodied Interpretation and the Nonhuman in Formal Semantics and
Pragmatics”
Elin McCready (SC#HRIERLFF} - Bid%)

This talk considers how representing embodiment in natural language at the interpretative
level can be used to deanthropomorphize narrative (and language more generally) I begin with a
brief introduction to semantics and pragmatics and the current state of play in these fields, and then
turn to an overview of my joint work with E. Ottosson on the topic of anthropomorphic narrative,
which we claimed to be unavoidable in natural language due to presuppositions about embodiment
that appear there. There we explored alternative notions of narrative stemming from craft -- which
we proposed to view as a form of narrative turning away from natural language -- and from the
‘gathering narratives’ of Ursula Le Guin. An alternative is to decenter the human body at the
interpretative level using the tools of semantics and pragmatics. I present an initial attempt at

formalizing embodiment and show how it might be used to take language away from the human.
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