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Study of AKUTAGAWA Ryunosuke’s “Dragon”
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Lu Chao clung to the ladder. By the small light of the
lantern he saw the wonderful head turn until it was looking
out into the Temple, full face instead of profile. It was
the left eye that he had painted, now the two were there,
glancing out hither and yonder, proudly, uneasily; flashing
fiery rays through the empty darkness. The ladder was
shaking, swaying. Suddenly the two amazing eyes were
turned full on him, on Lu Chao. A shadow of disgust flitted
over them; then they were filled with immeasurable sadness,
sorrow deeper than might be borne. The neck drew back; by
a supernatural light from the Dragon's eyes, Lu Chao saw
it, drawn back and clear out of the wall. A crash, and he saw

the immense pinions shaken forth. A horrible swaying of the
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world, a rending noise, a tearing and a crashing; a blinding
flame. . ..

All Nankin was awake, and out in the streets. What the
people saw was a Golden Wonder soaring up into the sky; a
comet-like glory ascending, till it was lost in the darkness of

Heaven.
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“Ah,” said Chang Seng-yu sadly, “he would never have made
an artist.”
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