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Trends and Characteristics of Domestic Implementation of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child in Four Former Soviet Union Countries (2) :
Focusing on Comparison of Child Rights Law (2)

MURACHI Toshimi

This paper compares the text of Child Rights Laws of the four former Soviet Union
countries with the text of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The results revealed the
following country-specific characteristics of Child Rights Law in the four countries.

Kazakhstan’'s Child Rights Law has the most articles that well reflect the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. This may have something to do with the fact that Child
Rights Law was the last of the four countries to be enacted and has the largest number of
articles. But it is also because, as can be seen from the quoted passages in the text, Kazakhstan’s
Child Rights Law is clearly oriented toward actively introducing international standards on the
rights of the child, as consolidated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, into the country.

Belarus’s Child Rights Law is second, with an article that responds to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. The Child Rights Laws of these two countries have provisions corresponding
to the six articles of “the right to participation,” the axis of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which regards the child as the subject of rights.

Azerbaijan’s Child Rights Law falls between the Child Rights Laws of these two countries
and Russia’s Child Rights Law in terms of content. The articles of Azerbaijan’s Child Rights Law
cover most of the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. However, when we
look at the content, we find that there are no articles on children’s rights committees, which are
important for the domestic implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, or on
the right to express one’s opinion, which is at the core of the right to participation.

Russia’s Child Rights Law is not only the least number of articles among the four countries,
it is also biased in terms of content. Articles that are central to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child are almost entirely absent from Russia’s Child Rights Law. Chapter 2 of Russia’s Child
Rights Law is entitled “Main Areas of Guarantee of Russia’s Child Rights Law,” and it includes
10 articles, but there are considerably fewer articles that stipulate specific rights, with the

exception of the right to education and the right to health protection.





