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Toward Better Gender Education
at Aoyama Gakuin University:

Challenges and Prospects Revealed by a Research Project

Misako Kanno

This paper discusses the outcomes of the designated project “Construction of a Gender
Education Curriculum at Aoyama Gakuin University,” initiated in 2022 under the
auspices of the Schoonmaker Memorial Center for Gender Studies at Aoyama Gakuin
University.

This research project was conducted with the aim of improving students’
understanding of gender issues through an examination of course content and
methodology in gender-related subjects at the university. The main research method
was the holding of workshops by university faculty members and external lecturers in
charge of gender-related courses, to increase cross-disciplinary expertise in course
content and methods.

Each presentation by the project members revealed that the multifaceted and complex
nature of the concept of gender required the teachers to undergo a process of trial and
error in the communication of knowledge and information, the facilitation of discussions
and presentations, and the responses to students’ questions and reactions. This
information sharing through the workshop led to a broadening of the members’
perspectives on creative and effective teaching methods for their classes. A new
challenge is how to apply the outcomes of this project to the further development of

gender education at the University.

Keywords : University education, Teaching methods, Gender studies, Women’s studies, Feminist theory
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