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Public Diplomacy Through Cultural Cooperation and National Interest in
Postwar Japan: From the Perspectives of Global Interest and Altruism
by Tsutomu Suzuki

What values has Japan’'s postwar cultural diplomacy demonstrated to the
international community? Cultural diplomacy is the process of presenting and
sharing with the world the values of the Japanese people. These values can be
categorized into two types: the “national interest type,” which seeks to enhance
Japan’s global presence by increasing recognition and favorability, and the “global
interest type,” which aims to create universal value and contribute to world culture
and welfare. However, in recent policy discourses, the emphasis on global interest,
often framed as “international contribution” or “international cooperation,” appears

to have declined. Why is this happening?

First, I examine the evolution of cultural diplomacy discourse in postwar Japan.
Cultural cooperation, linked to the pursuit of global interest and rooted in the
concept of altruism, has not been fully established as a core principle in Japan's

public diplomacy.

One reason for this lies in how national interest is understood. The concept is
often reduced to “profit,” overlooking its broader potential as a “system of values”
that extends beyond power and material gain. By reinterpreting national interest
and introducing altruism as a key analytical lens, I seek to explore whether
international relations can move beyond mere power struggles toward a more

humane and cooperative approach.

This paper argues that a renewed focus on global interest in Japan's public
diplomacy could foster deeper international engagement, transcending the narrow
confines of national interest. By integrating altruism and shared values into foreign
policy, Japan has the potential to contribute more meaningfully to global cultural

and diplomatic exchanges.



