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American Methodist Women’s Feminism and

Theological Thought:

Its Influence on the Japanese Woman in the First Half of the Twentieth Century

Hideko Omori

From the perspective of feminist theology, this study examines the theological thought
of American Methodist women who promoted the social reform movement at the turn
of the 20th century, and the enlightening campaign and peace movement of Japanese
Christian women influenced by the reformers. Firstly, I clarify each feminist viewpoint
of Frances E. Willard and Anna Howard Shaw, based on their own ideas on church,
ministry, human nature, and society. Secondly, I identify Tsune Gauntlett's standing on
feminism by analyzing how Gauntlett wrote about the two women in Fujin Shimpo (The
Woman's Herald) in the 1920s and how women who participated in the Pan-Pacific

Women's Conference in the 1930s discussed women'’s problems they faced.

Keyword: The Methodist Episcopal Church, Frances E. Willard, Anna Howard Shaw, Tsune Gautlett,
The Pan-Pacific Women’s Association
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