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H. Sites for Hotels
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L. Site for Post Office

M. Site for Municipal
Buildings
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Toward a Framework of “Musashino Modernism” :
Regional Cultural Dimensions of the City and Architecture
by Yura GENDA

This research note presents a preliminary framework for analyzing a regional form
of modernism that emerged on the Musashino Plateau in western Tokyo during
the 1920s and 1930s. Termed “Musashino Modernism,” this form of modernism is
examined as a historical environment shaped by the overlapping layers of climate,
ideas, and space. By tracing the chronological development of suburban housing,
educational movements, modernist architecture, and urban planning schemes, the
background and cultural significance of Musashino Modernism are discussed from
the perspectives of urban and architectural history.

Several key stages are identified. First, around 1900, the geographical features of
Musashino and literary works such as Doppo Kunikida's Musashino generated a
shared cultural landscape. Second, in the 1910s, proposals to establish a Christian
university stimulated early suburban land development, while ideas of the Garden
City and progressive education were introduced from abroad. Third, in the
1920s, the rise of the new middle class and the impact of the 1923 Great Kanto
Earthquake accelerated suburban housing development, consequently leading to
the formation of “educational movement-type garden towns by schools such as
Seikei Gakuen and Jiyu Gakuen, which combined pedagogical ideals with urban
form. Fourth, in the late 1920s-30s, modern architecture by Antonin Raymond,
Arata Endo, and others emphasized horizontality and openness, which resonated
with the Musashino landscape. Fifth and finally, around 1940, the Musashino City
Planning scheme institutionalized aspects of suburban development, ultimately
intertwining bottom-up cultural practices with top-down regulatory frameworks.

Thus, Musashino Modernism can be characterized as an “experimental suburb,”
which is an alternative form of modernization where climate, imported ideals,
spatial practices, and architecture intersected. This was not merely a stylistic
phenomenon but an attempt to form a regional culture through urban and
architectural practice. Tasks for future research include situating Musashino
Modernism within broader contexts, analyzing resident-led conservation practices,
and considering its implications for contemporary cultural policy.

(Project Academic Specialist, The University of Tokyo /
Part-time lecturer, Aoyama Gakuin University)



