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Abstract: Today’s international community faces a variety of environmental problems, the nature and severity
of which differ across countries and regions. While much research on the classification of environmental
issues and the determinants of pro-environmental behavior has accumulated mainly within the field of social
dilemmas, previous studies have not clarified the interrelationships among psychological factors for each type of
dilemma, nor have they quantitatively verified the validity of their models. This study uses the International Social
Survey Programme (ISSP) Environment IV — ISSP 2020 to compare and examine the processes through which
environmental consciousness is formed for each type of environmental problem that people consider important.
The findings reveal both similarities and differences in how environmental consciousness is formed, depending
on the type of environmental issue, and suggest associations with economic factors. The results highlight the
importance of setting and communicating environmentally friendly goals, as well as the need for developing
strategies that improve living standards without increasing environmental burdens. These findings encourage

further discussion toward the realization of a sustainable society.
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