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Theoretical Perspectives on the Ambiguity of Art:
From the Viewpoints of Actor Network Theory and Non-coherence
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Abstract: This paper proposes a theoretical framework for how ambiguity is generated in art, challenging
conventional views that treat it as a static property. It critiques internalist approaches that locate ambiguity
either within the completed artwork (as "sensory" and "semantic" ambiguity) or within the creator's internal state
(including "incomplete" ambiguity). To overcome the limitations of these approaches, the paper introduces
Actor Network Theory (ANT), reframing ambiguity as a dynamic effect emerging from networks of human
and non-human actors. Furthermore, drawing on John Law's concept of "non-coherence" to adapt ANT for
artistic practices that actively design ambiguity, the paper proposes a new theoretical concept: "non-coherent
ambiguity." This is defined as a state where multiple, contradictory orders and logics coexist without integration,
serving as the generative basis for other forms of ambiguity. This framework thus reconceptualizes the ambiguity
of art not as a fixed attribute of an object or a subject, but as a phenomenon continuously generated through the

ongoing, non-coherent, and heterogeneous interactions of multiple actors.
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